CHAPTER XVI

The Organizing of a Colony

PEOPLE who talk glibly about the unhurried lives of
bygone generations might find it hard to reconcile their
views with a study of Albuquerque's career in India.

It was a race with time from start to finish, enough to
leave the most hectic modern breathless. But then no
modern government official is expected to be at the same
time commander-in-chief of the army, admiral of the fleet,
chief magistrate and final court of appeal for all questions
civil and military, head of the public works, in charge of
foreign affairs and every administrative department besides,
not only directing but taking a personal share in the activities
of each, as well as organizing and conducting every year an
armed expedition to some new sphere of influence, within
periods rigidly circumscribed by the monsoon.

" My intention is ... to enter the Red Sea and winter
at Aden if I can be sure of food supply and water. Should
these appear uncertain, at the end of May I shall proceed
to Ormuz"; so Albuquerque had written a few weeks
before conquering Goa. If that was his intention it would
have to be carried out between January and April, before
the monsoon intercepted all navigation to the Arabian shore.
He could thus allow himself four months at most to set
Goa in working order and make the place impregnable. He
did not pause in dismay but took matters in hand immedi-
ately, as usual doing half a dozen things at once and doing
them well.

Goa, he always said, could be made to hold out against
anything, and if there had been time to fortify the town
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